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Senator Bill Weber 
Chair, Agriculture, Rural Development, and Housing Policy Committee 
2109 Minnesota Senate Building 
95 University Avenue W. 
Saint Paul, MN 55155 

 

February 18, 2020 

Chair Weber and Members of the Committee, 

Thank you for dedicating time to talk the importance of farm safety. I am unable to join you for this conversation 
because we have more than 100 county Farm Bureau leaders at our annual Council of County Presidents event to talk 
about legislative and regulatory issues facing Minnesota farm families. I can assure you safety on our farms is a topic 
of discussion.  

I have been an Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) since 1979 and have experienced serious farm incidents and 
fatalities firsthand. If the committee has questions about my personal experience with how to address and respond 
to farm emergencies, but more importantly how to reduce them, please don’t hesitate to contact me with questions. 
My contact information kevin.paap@fbmn.org or 507-327-4555.  

Minnesota Farm Bureau supports efforts to reduce farm injuries and deaths through engineering, education and 
voluntary programs. We encourage the legislature to continue to look at what resources and tools currently exist to 
support our rural communities and what areas Minnesota can improve on to further the message of farm safety.  

From less than ideal weather to low commodity prices, farm families continue to face serious financial and emotional 
challenges. To successfully accept and respond to these challenges, we encourage farm and ranch families to utilize 
mental health resources provided by the Minnesota Department of Agriculture, use recommended farm safety 
practices, and continue to be innovative on the farm so the legacy of agriculture can pass to the next generation. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

President 
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